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“Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones 
who call out to him day and night?”  Luke 18:7
Dear Friends,
Elizabeth Catlett (1915-2012) was a Black woman, sculptor, printmaker, feminist and social activist. Her long-life spanned decades of social change. Early in her education, a teacher told her to concentrate on subjects that were familiar. So, she focused on images of black women and later Hispanic women. She felt her connection to community was essential. She supported and was supported by organizations that expressed a communal vision. She said, “I have always wanted my art to service my people—to reflect us, to relate to us, to stimulate us, to make us aware of our potential. We have to create an art for liberation and for life.”

One of the things that we often miss in the Scriptures is the presence and role of the community. The world of the bible emerges in Mediterranean culture. Like African American and Hispanic cultures, it is group oriented. The group is presumed to be there even if not specifically mentioned.

North Americans are individualistically focused and generally discount the value of the group. North Americans generally address individualistic prayers to God in private. No group hears, no group can help. If God answers prayer through people, today’s readings remind us of the value of the community.

In our reading from Exodus, there is a fierce tribe that the Israelites are confronting in battle. Moses as the hero and spiritual leader intercedes in prayer. He extends the staff over the Israelites. As long as he holds his staff over the Israelites, they had the better of the fight. When he tires and he drops the staff, the enemy had the better of the fight. The community comes to the rescue. Aaron and Hur, help prop up Moses’ arms until Israel has a victory. 

In our reading from Luke, the parable presents the characters of a judge and a widow. The word for ‘widow’ in Hebrew means ‘one unable to speak.’ A widow who has lost her husband and her spokesperson to death is even worse off if her eldest son is not married. The Hebrew laws of inheritance failed to consider the cause of widows. As a result, widows became a common symbol of the exploited and the oppressed.

Because the widow appears alone in the parable, we can assume she has no male relatives who can appear on her behalf. She is truly alone and in a very vulnerable situation. She is desperate. Already deprived of everything of value in this society she has nothing to lose. 

The widow “keeps coming” to the judge. Remember this is not a private audience but a public event. Everyone witnesses. The judge is a stock character.  If he were Torah-observant, he would feel obliged to take special care of the widow. If nothing else, he might fear the ‘curse’ for not doing justice for the widow (Deuteronomy 27:19). The judge is neither of these. He professes that he is shameless and does not care what anyone else thinks. But is he? Later he says this woman is going to “give him a black eye” (in Greek), that is, shame him. 

By publicly badgering the judge every day, the woman shames a shameless person. And the judge who says he doesn’t care yields to the pressure because of the community. The law courts were not so much about justice as shaming the guilty. The judge would be damaged by the gossip that reported that he was shamed by a woman, and his career would be over. We should not underestimate the power of enlisting others in prayer and solidarity, trusting that the God, who cares, will answer our communal perseverance and prayer.

Peace,   
Fr Ron	                Esta carta está en español en el sitio web: www.anne.church		
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